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CONTACT:  Maria Sabale | 757-965-8695 | Maria.Sabale@theupcenter.org

The Up Center Secures $470,000 Federal Grant to Expand Transitional Jobs Program

Norfolk, Va., October 31, 2011 – The Up Center was recently awarded a grant of over $470,000 from the Administration for Children and Families for Up Center Books, a program which trains and employs individuals facing barriers to employment, including homelessness, past incarceration, low education attainment and substance abuse recovery. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In addition, the Administration plans to award grantees with non-competitive contracts for two additional years at the same amount annually upon appropriation of funds—a total which could exceed $1.4 million.  
The funding, provided by a "Responsible Fatherhood" grant initiative, addresses the need to promote healthy relationships, responsible parenting and economic stability in the wake of high unemployment rates and lack of involvement for fathers who face serious barriers to self-sufficiency across the country. The Administration received 1100 applications and awarded 55 Responsible Fatherhood grants. The Up Center was one of only two Virginia grantees. 
Utilizing this federal grant, The Up Center will serve 75 fathers per year in Norfolk, a city which exceeds statewide percentages in the areas of female-headed households, non-marital births and unemployment.  The 2011 Hampton Roads State of the Region report produced by the Regional Studies Institute of Old Dominion University indicates that employment was down, nearly 10 percent from 2000 to 2009, among African American men—a population that historically has been served by Up Center Books. In 2009 only 53% of African American men in the region were employed. This grant will help fathers secure enhanced on-the-job training, digital literacy skills, transitional jobs and one-on-one assistance through comprehensive case management services—all of which will ultimately help them create a pathway out of poverty.
“The Up Center is continuously working to improve the lives of those in our community,” said Ed Welp, president & CEO of The Up Center. “We are pleased that this grant will help us more than triple the number of people served by this program each year,” Welp added.
 “I would like to congratulate the dedicated staff at The Up Center on this tremendous award,” said Norfolk Mayor Paul D. Fraim. “The impact of these federal dollars will go far to enhance the lives of our most fragile neighbors and provide opportunities they otherwise may not receive,” added Fraim.
--more--
About The Up Center
The Up Center, headquartered in Norfolk, Va., is a regional non-profit social services agency dedicated to helping people live better lives. Since its founding in 1883, the agency has responded to the needs of our community’s most vulnerable citizens by providing comprehensive, effective and innovative services in four core areas: Protecting our children, Strengthening families, Empowering people in crisis and Maximizing independence for those with disabilities. The Up Center has seven locations throughout Hampton Roads and serves over 10,000 people each year. For more information, visit www.theupcenter.org or call 757-622-7017. 
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